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Self murder is wisely and religiously considered by
the English law as the most heinous description of
felonious homicide; for as no man hath power to
destroy life, but by commission of God, the author of
it, the suicide is guilty of a double offence: one
spiritual, invading the prerogative of the Almighty, and
rushing in His presence uncalled for; and the other
temporal, against the king, who has an interest in thetemporal, against the king, who has an interest in the
preservation of all his subjects.
This offence, therefore, is ranked by the law amongst
the highest crimes, making it a peculiar species of
felony, a felony committed on oneself.”
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Average suicide rate per 100,000 persons by PCA

11.9

24.7

14.6

22.0

11.6
10.1

15.0 15.6

8.9

15.6
17.4

9.7
7.9

10.0

13.0

9.5

12.0

16.0

10

20

30

7.9

0

10

Belf
as

t E
as

t
Belf

as
t N

ort
h

Belf
as

t S
ou

th
Belf

as
t W

es
t

Eas
t A

ntr
im

E Lo
nd

on
de

rry
Fe

rm
 &

 S
 Ty

r
Fo

yle
La

ga
n V

all
ey

Mid 
Ulst

er

New
ry&

Arm
ag

h
Nort

h A
ntr

im
Nort

h D
ow

n
Sou

th 
Antr

im
Sou

th 
Dow

n
Stra

ng
for

d
Upp

er
 B

an
n

W
es

t T
yro

ne



Average suicide rates per 100,000 persons by LGD
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Proportion of all deaths due to suicide by rurality
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Average suicide rates per 100,000 persons 
by economic deprivation
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•Social Factors
•Alcohol Misuse
•Psychiatric Disorder
•Discharge from A&E
•History of Self Harm
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•Media Reporting
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•GP Education Programmes
•Skills and Problem Solving
•Restriction of Access to Means
•Education of Community Gatekeepers
•Treatment of Mental Illness
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•Prevention V Treatment

•Dual Approach

•Joined Up Working

•Training and Development
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••Suicide Strategy Implementation BodySuicide Strategy Implementation Body

•• ScrutineerScrutineer

•• MonitorMonitor

Family ForumFamily Forum
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Making it HappenMaking it Happen
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••PHA   Regional PlansPHA   Regional Plans

ooTrainingTraining

ooAwareness CampaignAwareness Campaign

ooAll Ireland ApproachAll Ireland Approach

Making it HappenMaking it Happen

ooMedia Media 

ooPilotsPilots

ooResearchResearch

••Funding £6.7mFunding £6.7m

••Annual Review/RefreshAnnual Review/Refresh


