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What is hepatitis B?

Hepaltiis means mllammatioen of
the liver. There are several diffgrant
viruses which cause hepatitia, and
hepatitis B s one ol thess

What are the symptoms of
hepatitis B7

Mary people never have any
symptoms of acule hepatitis B, bul if
there are any, symptorms will appear
between sin weeks and six months
aftar being infected. Some adulls
notice & shart Nu-like llness which
may nat be diagnosed as hepatits

B. More serious symplorms such as
vorniling, burnirry pain and yellow
jpundice may occur, and will nead
treatmant from a doctor. Rarely,
scute infection causes & very severe
Hiness which can tead to death

Acute and chronic
hepatitis B

HEPBEILIS B can cause an acute ar a
chronic lness

An acute illmess 15 one that gets
better quite quickly. usually within
weeks of 8f rast a fewi months.

Mast adults recover fully from acule
hepatites B, normally withm six
ranths

Chronic hepatitis B s hepatitia B
which lasts lenger than six manths
Same people with chronic hepatitis
B remain healthy but about &
guarter will develop long-term
liver diseass, Most are infectious
and must take precautions to avasd
passing on the virus [see below]

How do you get hepatitis B7?

In ths couniry, in Europe and

In Marth Americs, hepatitia B

Is mainly passad from person

te person through unprotected

sy Worldwide, masl peaple gel
hepatiis B by contact with infacied
blocd, especially when babies are
barn ta infected malhers and are nol
vat cinated immediately after birth

San

Hepatitis B can be passed on during
unprotected Sax with an infected
persan. |f you are concerned about
saxualby-trangmitied disease, you
can get conhdential sdwce from

the Sexual heslih/Genitourinary
Medicine [GLM] clinics listed at the
end of this leaflet

Factsheet for patients who have tested positive for the hepatitis B virus.

The factsheet is only available by contacting the Duty Room on 0300 555 0119. Some
of the translations below are based on a previous version of this factsheet.
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Patients who have tested positive for the hepatitis B virus.
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