Northern Ireland Prevalence Survey
of Healthcare-Associated Infections
and Antimicrobial Use in Long Term
Care Facilities

The Northern Ireland Prevalence Survey of Healthcare-Associated Infections and
Antimicrobial Use in Long Term Care Facilities, also known as the ‘HALT’ survey was
conducted as part of the 2013 European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC) European HALT survey.

In May 2013, 42 Northern Ireland long-term care facilities (nursing and residential
homes) participated in a European point prevalence survey of healthcare-associated
infections and antimicrobial use. Thirty-one privately owned nursing homes and 11
HSC Trust-controlled residential homes took part.

The report and results have highlighted priority areas for future interventions to
prevent and control HCAI, antimicrobial stewardship and future local and national
prevalence surveys in long-term care facilities. The 2013 European report was
published on 5th May 2014.
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