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Information for patients

This leafiet s for pationts wiso have had their spleen removed, whose
sploan k't present or dossn't work properiy.

Spienechomy s an operation o remave the spleen. Dootors may commaonly
peianm a spieneciomy because Hhe spleen:

+ hasbeendamaged inaserows accident

*  hasbeen damaged by dscase

= comains o growth o bumour,

= hasbecome overactie

Some peopie ane bom withaut 3 spleen or have had ther spleen removed {this
5 calied aspéenia) or their spleen does notwork properly (this |5 calisd splenic
dyshunctian]

What does the spleen do?

Tha spieen helps the body's defience against bactenal niectons.

I yous do not have a spleen youwill stil be able opan with moss mfecbons.
but in some cazes serious infechion may develo iy, The: risk of this
Fappening is higher in chidnen than in adults but £ 15 stil very small

What showld | do if | do not have a spieen?

+  Aemind your dockor and dent st that you o not have a spleen

* Carny a card or wearan identfying bracelot or neckiace to alert other
PeEophE Inan emEpency

*  hakp sune you have receved 2l your roctine chitddhood mmendsstions [iak
foyolr doctor or nurse, ar sk waswpublicheatthchsorinetf: there ane alsn
SO exira Immunisations peapHe with asplena or splenc dysfunction
shiould have. Inparioular, you should ensune you have receled the
fallowing waccinations o help prevent infections to whichiyou ane
particidanty vuinerbie
- pnegmocooca (PP
- meningococoal ACWY RMenACWYE
- meningococcal B
= fiu jevery yeary
- CCD-18 and boosters when offened

This leaflet is for patients who have no functioning spleen. It explains their condition
and outlines some important information that patients with no functioning spleen
need to know.
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