
Safeguarding children and young
people

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. Find information on protecting children
and young people from abuse, neglect and harm, where to get help and how
organisations across Northern Ireland work together to keep children safe.
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Who is this page for?

This page provides information for parents, carers, families, volunteers and
professionals who want to understand safeguarding, get guidance and know where
to go for advice or support.

What is safeguarding?

Safeguarding means protecting children and young people from abuse, neglect,
exploitation and harm. It also means promoting their health, wellbeing and
development so they can grow up safe, healthy and supported.

Everyone has a role to play in safeguarding children and young people.

If you are worried about your child

If you think your child is at immediate risk of harm, call 999.

If you have concerns about a child's safety or wellbeing, contact your local HSC Trust
Gateway Service or seek advice from a health or social care professional.



How the Public Health Agency (PHA) helps

The PHA works with partners across Northern Ireland to:

promote the health and wellbeing of children and young people
promote the rights of children and young people in keeping with the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child;
support prevention and early intervention approaches and strategies that
support children, young people and their families;
develop safeguarding guidance and resources
support health professionals through education and regional standards
contribute to multi-agency safeguarding arrangements
seek the views of children and young people and giving these serious
consideration when developing and reviewing services;
promote public awareness of the need to safeguard children;
recognise and respond to child care concerns in keeping with Safeguarding
Board for Northern Ireland Procedures Manual and procedures using the
appropriate Gateway Service Teams contact details | nidirect;
cooperate with the Strategic Planning and Performance Team (SPPG), HSC
Trusts and other agencies to promote safe and effective services for children
and families, and monitor progress against agreed strategies and action plans.
Further information can be found in the Safeguarding Children and Young
People Policy, Guidance for PHA staff. 

Key resources

Action For Children search results 'neglect'
Adoption & Fostering Northern Ireland
Barnardo's | Research Publications
Child protection | Department of Health
Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership (CYPSP)
Children's Law Centre – Children's Rights Change Children's Lives
Co-operating to Safeguard Children | Department of Health
Domestic and Sexual Abuse Strategy 2024-2031 | Department of Justice
Ending Violence Against Women and Girls | The Executive Office
Looked after children | Department of Health
MAPNI - Men's Advisory Project - Male Victims of Domestic Abuse

https://www.proceduresonline.com/sbni/
https://www.proceduresonline.com/sbni/
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/publications/gateway-service-teams-contact-details
https://phaconnect.hscni.net/download/105/safeguarding-children-and-young-people/6309/final-pha-safeguarding-children-and-young-people-policy-2023-pdf.pdf
https://phaconnect.hscni.net/download/105/safeguarding-children-and-young-people/6309/final-pha-safeguarding-children-and-young-people-policy-2023-pdf.pdf
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/search/?query=neglect
https://adoptionandfostercare.hscni.net/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/research
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/child-protection
https://cypsp.hscni.net/
https://childrenslawcentre.org.uk/
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/co-operating-safeguard-children
https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/publications/domestic-and-sexual-abuse-strategy-2024-2031
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/topics/ending-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/articles/looked-after-children
https://mapni.co.uk/


Nexus NI
NSPCC Learning | Safeguarding and child protection
Probation Board for Northern Ireland
Protecting children and vulnerable adults | nidirect
Safeguarding Board Act (Northern Ireland) 2011
Youth Justice Agency | Department of Justice
Women’s Aid Federation Northern Ireland
VOYPIC                                             

Information for health and social care
professionals

Access below information for professionals on:

safeguarding policies and procedures
regional guidance
professional learning and development
safeguarding resources and publications
links to partner organisations

Safeguarding Board Northern Ireland (SBNI) and PHA

The Public Health Agency (PHA) is a member of the Safeguarding Board, Northern
Ireland (SBNI) and is committed to working with other agencies to safeguard children
and young people in line with The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child text | UNICEF, The Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995, the Children's
Services Co-operation Act (Northern Ireland) 2015 and Co-operating to Safeguard
Children and Young People in Northern Ireland | Department of Health.

The PHA participates in Children and Young People Services Partnership
 arrangements to achieve the following outcomes for all children and young people
as outlined in the Northern Ireland Executive’s Children and Young People’s Strategy
2020-2030 | Department of Education.

Public Health Agency membership of the SBNI representatives:

https://nexusni.org/about/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.pbni.org.uk/
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/information-and-services/crime-prevention/protecting-children-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2011/7/contents
https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/topics/youth-justice-agency
https://www.womensaidni.org/
https://www.voypic.org/
http://www.safeguardingni.org/
http://www.safeguardingni.org/
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/convention-text
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/convention-text
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisi/1995/755/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2015/10/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2015/10/contents
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/co-operating-safeguard-children-and-young-people-northern-ireland
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/co-operating-safeguard-children-and-young-people-northern-ireland
https://cypsp.hscni.net/
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/children-and-young-peoples-strategy-2020-2030
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/children-and-young-peoples-strategy-2020-2030


Ms Emily Roberts: Interim Director of Nursing, Midwifery and Allied Health
Professionals
Ms Joanne McClean: Director of Public Health
Ms Amber McCloughlin: Interim Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Children and
Young People

SBNI
Committee  Name / Role

Case
management
review 

Amber McCloughlin amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net / Interim
Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Children

Emily Roberts Emily.roberts@hscni.net / Interim Director of
Nursing, Midwifery and Allied Health Professionals

Policy and
procedures 

Amber McCloughlin amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net / Interim
Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Children

Jennifer Donnelly jennifere.donnelly@belfasttrust.hscni.net /
Named Nurse for Safeguarding Children, Belfast Trust

Child protection Amber McCloughlin amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net / Interim
Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Children

Domestic abuse Amber McCloughlin amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net / Interim
Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Children

On-line Safety
Steering Group

Amber McCloughlin amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net / Interim
Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Children

 

Regional nursing, midwifery and AHPs - policy, procedures and guidance

Regional Safeguarding Children Nursing, Midwifery and AHPs
Forum

The PHA has established a Regional Safeguarding Children Nursing, Midwifery
and Allied Health Professionals Forum for Northern Ireland to support and

mailto:amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net
mailto:Emily.roberts@hscni.net
mailto:amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net
mailto:jennifere.donnelly@belfasttrust.hscni.net
mailto:amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net
mailto:amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net
mailto:amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net


develop the effective contribution of nurses, midwives and allied health
professionals to safeguarding children and young people.  

This forum is chaired by Ms Amber McCloughlin, Interim Designated Nurse for
Safeguarding Children. 

Regional nursing, midwifery and AHPs - policy, procedures and
guidance

The PHA supports the implementation of regionally consistent safeguarding children
practice that is underpinned by agreed policies, procedures and standards:

Adoption Reports Guidance for Specialist Community Public Health Nurses and
Family Nurses_Word format (June 2026)
Adoption Reports Guidance for Specialist Community Public Health Nurses and
Family Nurses_PDF format (June 2026) 
Care-experienced children: guidance and practice standards (December 2025)
Care-experienced children: health review completion (December 2025)
Legal guidance for nursing, midwifery and AHPs (April 2023)
Multi-agency practice guidelines on female genital mutilation
Non-therapeutic male circumcision: regional guidance for nurses, midwives and
AHPs (2025)
Public Health Nursing - initial holistic health review for care-experienced
children and young people form.docx
Public Health Nursing - initial holistic health review of unaccompanied asylum-
seeking child or young person form.docx
Public Health Nursing - review holistic health review RHR - annual holistic health
review form.docx
Public Health Nursing - health plan for sharing at children in care planning and
review meetings form.docx
Reflective supervision: regional safeguarding supervision policy and standards
for nurses and midwives (2023)
Regional guidance for the transfer of specialist community public health nursing
child health records when a child is being adopted (March 2016)
Regional guidance on refusal to engage (December 2020)
Regional guidance on recording of nursing midwifery AHP observations
interactions

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-07/Adoption%20Reports%20Guidance%20for%20Specialist%20Community%20Public%20Health%20Nurses%20and%20Family%20Nurses%202026.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-07/Adoption%20Reports%20Guidance%20for%20Specialist%20Community%20Public%20Health%20Nurses%20and%20Family%20Nurses%202026.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-07/Adoption%20Reports%20Guidance%20for%20Specialist%20Community%20Public%20Health%20Nurses%20and%20Family%20Nurses%202026.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-07/Adoption%20Reports%20Guidance%20for%20Specialist%20Community%20Public%20Health%20Nurses%20and%20Family%20Nurses%202026.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Care%20Experienced%20Children%20Guidance%20and%20Practice%20Standards_December%202025.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Care%20Experienced%20Children%20Health%20Review%20Completion_December%202025.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-04/Nursing%20Midwifery%20and%20AHP%20Legal%20Guidance%20Revised%20April%202023.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/directorates/files/multi-agency-practice-guidelines-on-female-genital-mutilation.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/non-therapeutic-male-circumcision-2025-regional-guidance-nurses-midwives-and-allied
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/non-therapeutic-male-circumcision-2025-regional-guidance-nurses-midwives-and-allied
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Public%20Health%20Nursing%20-%20Initial%20Holistic%20Health%20Review%20IHR%20for%20Care%20Experienced%20Children%20and%20Young%20People%20Form.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Public%20Health%20Nursing%20-%20Initial%20Holistic%20Health%20Review%20IHR%20for%20Care%20Experienced%20Children%20and%20Young%20People%20Form.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Public%20Health%20Nursing%20-%20Initial%20Holistic%20Health%20Review%20of%20Unaccompanied%20Asylum-Seeking%20Child%20or%20Young%20Person%20Form.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Public%20Health%20Nursing%20-%20Initial%20Holistic%20Health%20Review%20of%20Unaccompanied%20Asylum-Seeking%20Child%20or%20Young%20Person%20Form.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Public%20Health%20Nursing%20-%20%20%20Review%20Holistic%20Health%20Review%20RHR%20-%20%20Annual%20Holistic%20Health%20Review%20Form.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Public%20Health%20Nursing%20-%20%20%20Review%20Holistic%20Health%20Review%20RHR%20-%20%20Annual%20Holistic%20Health%20Review%20Form.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Public%20Health%20Nursing%20-%20%20Health%20Plan%20for%20Sharing%20at%20Children%20in%20Care%20Planning%20and%20Review%20Meetings%20Form.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-01/Public%20Health%20Nursing%20-%20%20Health%20Plan%20for%20Sharing%20at%20Children%20in%20Care%20Planning%20and%20Review%20Meetings%20Form.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-02/Reflective%20Supervision%20-%20Safeguarding%20Children%20Report%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-02/Reflective%20Supervision%20-%20Safeguarding%20Children%20Report%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/directorates/files/regional%20guidance%20for%20the%20transfer%20of%20specialist%20community%20public%20health%20nursing%20child%20health%20records%20when%20a%20child%20is%20being%20adopted%20V3%20March%202016.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/directorates/files/regional%20guidance%20for%20the%20transfer%20of%20specialist%20community%20public%20health%20nursing%20child%20health%20records%20when%20a%20child%20is%20being%20adopted%20V3%20March%202016.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2021-03/Regional%20Guidance%20on%20Refusal%20to%20Engage%20Dec%202020%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-07/Regional%20guidance%20on%20recording%20of%20nursing%20midwifery%20AHP%20observations%20interactions.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2026-07/Regional%20guidance%20on%20recording%20of%20nursing%20midwifery%20AHP%20observations%20interactions.pdf


Regional guidelines for nurses and midwives when sharing information with the
Children's Court Guardian Age
Regional safeguarding supervision policy and standards for nurses and
midwives
Routine Enquiry into Domestic Abuse: Guidance for Midwives, Health Visitors,
School Nurses and Family Nurses in Northern Ireland (February 2026)
Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland (SBNI) core group regional policy and
procedures
Safeguarding children and young people: guidance for PHA staff
Safeguarding children and young people policy (2023)
Safeguarding children learning and development guidance for nurses, midwives
and AHPs (2022)
Safeguarding children summary transfer template (Word version)
Safeguarding children transfer within and between jurisdictions: Regional
Process for Specialist Community Public Health Nurses and Family Nurses (
under revision, contact amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net for further details)
Sexual health toolkit for foster carers and HSC staff
Women who do not present or present late for antenatal care - HSC staff
guidance
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Sorry to hear that.  Tell us what went wrong.

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-06/Regional%20Guidelines%20for%20Nurses%20and%20Midwives%20when%20sharing%20information%20with%20the%20Childrens%20Court%20Guardian%20Age.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-06/Regional%20Guidelines%20for%20Nurses%20and%20Midwives%20when%20sharing%20information%20with%20the%20Childrens%20Court%20Guardian%20Age.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-02/Reflective%20Supervision%20-%20Safeguarding%20Children%20Report%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-02/Reflective%20Supervision%20-%20Safeguarding%20Children%20Report%20%28Final%29.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/routine-enquiry-domestic-abuse-guidance-midwives-health-visitors-school-nurses-and
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/routine-enquiry-domestic-abuse-guidance-midwives-health-visitors-school-nurses-and
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/directorates/files/SBNI%20Core%20Group%20Regional%20Policy%20and%20Procedures%20Version%201%200.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/directorates/files/SBNI%20Core%20Group%20Regional%20Policy%20and%20Procedures%20Version%201%200.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2025-12/Safeguarding%20children%20and%20young%20people_guidance%20for%20PHA%20staff.pdf
https://phaconnect.hscni.net/download/105/safeguarding-children-and-young-people/6309/final-pha-safeguarding-children-and-young-people-policy-2023-pdf.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2022-12/Safeguarding_Children_Learning_and_Development_Guidance_for_Nurses_Midwives_and_AHPs_2022.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2022-12/Safeguarding_Children_Learning_and_Development_Guidance_for_Nurses_Midwives_and_AHPs_2022.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-07/Safeguarding%20Children%20Summary%20Transfer%20Template%20Word%20Version.docx
mailto:amber.mccloughlin2@hscni.net
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2019-12/Sexual%20Health%20Toolkit%20for%20Foster%20Carers%20and%20HSC%20staff%20%20Web%20Version.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-10/Late%20Antenatal%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2023-10/Late%20Antenatal%20Guidance.pdf
mailto:?subject=Safeguarding%20children%20and%20young%20people%20&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fdirectorate-nursing-and-allied-health-professions%2Fnursing%2Fsafeguarding-children-and-young-people
https://x.com/intent/post?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fdirectorate-nursing-and-allied-health-professions%2Fnursing%2Fsafeguarding-children-and-young-people&text=Safeguarding%20children%20and%20young%20people%20
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fdirectorate-nursing-and-allied-health-professions%2Fnursing%2Fsafeguarding-children-and-young-people
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fdirectorate-nursing-and-allied-health-professions%2Fnursing%2Fsafeguarding-children-and-young-people
https://wa.me/?text=Safeguarding%20children%20and%20young%20people%20%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fdirectorate-nursing-and-allied-health-professions%2Fnursing%2Fsafeguarding-children-and-young-people
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/print/pdf/node/4652
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/form/page-feedback?source_entity_type=node&source_entity_id=4652


Key resource

Protecting children and vulnerable adults | nidirect

Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland (SBNI) 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/information-and-services/crime-prevention/protecting-children-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.safeguardingni.org/

