
Community development is the key component of the PHA’s approach to building
sustainable communities. The PHA has invested heavily in community development,
both as a theme in its own right and as an underpinning approach to a broad range
of health improvement programmes.  

This work emanates from the growing evidence base that shows the demands of
good health and wellbeing go well beyond the provision and capacity of Health and
Social Care organisations, and suggests that we need to be working in partnership
with a broad range of stakeholders, including the community and voluntary sectors.  

There is now a shift in how the health service engages with service users and the
community, from viewing people as passive recipients to active citizens. The PHA
believes there is a need for individuals and communities to define the problems and
develop community solutions through effective partnership working at local level.

Throughout Northern Ireland, the PHA regards the community and voluntary sectors
as strategic partners in the alleviation of health inequalities at community level.

The PHA also explicitly focuses on those neighbourhoods and communities in
greatest need and experiencing the sharpest inequalities. Our most recent analysis
of health improvement actions suggests that more than 60% of activities are
targeted at disadvantaged communities and specific groupings.
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