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Risk Assessment Tool

Reducing the risk of sudden infant death

A tool for midwives, family nurses and health visitors

The death of a baby or child is perhaps the most devastating event that
can happen to a family. Thankfully unexpected child deaths are rare, but
unfortunately they do happen and it is important that we do everything we

can to prevent avoidable deaths where possible. Physical Social
vilnerability of complexities
Safer sleep advice is not consistently followed or understood by infant

parents/carers.

This risk assessment tool has been developed using the evidence
base regarding sudden infant death and associated risk factors. It is
intended that midwives, family nurses. health visitors and neonatal
nurses use the tool to identify any concern regarding risks or
sleeping practices. This should create opportunities to:

= have honest conversations with parents/carers based on their
individual circumstances;
* discuss evidence-based measures to promote safer sleeping

practices and reduce risks; SIEEFEHQ Environment
* ohserve baby's sleep environment as part of the risk assessment

This tool may also be used by GPs, social workers and others working
in other settings who have opportunities to assess the sleeping
environments of infants and reinforce safer sleeping messages.
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Retention of catheter following accidental

patient removal

Summary of Event

Two Serious fchome Incidents {Sls) wens reported reibed
ter retention of pert of & plestic fube fom a uinary sef-
retmining catheter {SAC

Fatiort A wis admitted folowing o fall ot home They wena
dingroeed with an acute kidney injuny [AK]) for which an
SAC wos inserted os part pf the menagement plen. Patient
A booame agiated and began puling on ther catheter,
ressulting in them aocidentaly puling it out. The catheter
was nat fully rspacted by steff at the time of s emowsl A
complaint was inber recefeed from Patient Xs family siating
tinat Patient A had detenombsd at home after discharge,
complaining of pain coupled with reduced mobility. Patiert
A then pamsed o pioos of plastic when gaing to the toiet
which sppearsd to be part of & cathater.

Fatient B was admitted afier being knocked down by a car
Dua to the nature of the injuries plus immobility, o soi-
retaining catheter [SAC) was insorted. Pafiont B was
transierned fo Wiard X and over the course of the nexd 10
days became very agitated, sscondany bo head injury and
nuter desirium. They requined 1:1 supension to maintzin
safety with deprivetion of Eoery D01} safequands in place,
ard they reguined pharmacclogionl manngement of ther
ngitation.

Patient B's uirary catheier was removed folosing a
refmbiitation review, s this was et 1o be contrbuting 1o
ngitation a5 & souroe of annoyance.

Lottt iy, & cmthitesr v reineeried, s Patiertt B had
ot the time of re-insertion that the urinary catheter would
rermain in place unti i was dinically sppopriaie o mmove.
A fesw cays leter Patient B pulled their urinany catheter cut.
At the time, the catheter was disposed of and not fully
inspacied by any of the stnff on duty. Over thes course of
Patiznt B's inpatient sy, they intermitently repored
Patisnt was treated with antibictics for o urinary tmct
infection; thess werme discontinued thees deys later follosing
& negative Mid-Stream Sample of Urine [MESLL Follawing
dischargs, Patient B contactad the ward 1o adviss that they
had prssed & cleor plastic tube when atternpling to pass
wrine., A post incidant review of inpatient imaging weas then
undertalen. An -y of the lumbar and sacml spirs
showsed a forsign body, consistent with the shepe of o
urnery oetheter mersuring approsmitely 11 contimetres,
visunlisad in the uinary biadder The forsign body did nat
track down the urethr. This wes not present on oowhole-
body T soon carmied ot on admission.
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Health and

Thank you for chatting with us toda

To find the apps we talked about,
use the link or scan the QR code below:

Feeling Good Teens

https://apps4healthcareni.hscni.net/en-GB/helping-you-thrive-in-seco
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