
Cervical screening: what you should
know

This leaflet provides information about cervical screening and the Northern Ireland
Cervical Screening Programme. It explains how screening is carried out, who is
eligible for screening, what happens at a screening appointment, and how screening
samples are processed. It also covers screening test results and the risks and
benefits of taking part in the screening programme.

Cervical screening is not a check for other cancers of the reproductive system, such
as ovary, womb, vulval or vaginal cancer.

Do not wait to contact a GP if you have any concerns.



Translations into 10 languages and a large print accessible Word version of this
leaflet are available below. Please note that the translations are of the 2023 version
of the leaflet.

 

 

Published
29 October 2025
Last reviewed
10 December 2025

Details
Format
16 page A5 leaflet
Target group
Women aged 25-64

Downloads

Attachment Size
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_Booklet final 11.25.pdf 3.56 MB
Cervical screening - what you should know accessible Word doc
11.25.docx

121.79
KB

Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Arabic.pdf 3.62 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Bulgarian.pdf 3.58 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Lithuanian.pdf 3.57 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Polish.pdf 3.57 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Portuguese.pdf 3.56 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Romanian.pdf 3.58 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Russian.pdf 3.57 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Slovak.pdf 3.57 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Somali.pdf 3.56 MB
Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Tetum.pdf 3.56 MB

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2025-10/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_Booklet%20final%2011.25.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2025-10/Cervical%20screening%20-%20what%20you%20should%20know%20accessible%20Word%20doc%2011.25.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2025-10/Cervical%20screening%20-%20what%20you%20should%20know%20accessible%20Word%20doc%2011.25.docx
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Arabic.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Bulgarian.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Lithuanian.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Polish.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Portuguese.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Romanian.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Russian.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Slovak.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Somali.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/2024-02/Cervical_Screening_What_You_Should_Know_11_23_Tetum.pdf


Tags

cervical cancer screening
Cervical Cancer
HPV

Share this page

Share by email 
Share on X 
Share on Facebook 
Share on LinkedIn 
Share on WhatsApp 
Download as PDF 

Was this page useful?

Yes  No

Thank you for your feedback.

Sorry to hear that.  Tell us what went wrong.

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/taxonomy/term/1092
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/taxonomy/term/146
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/taxonomy/term/109
mailto:?subject=Cervical%20screening%3A%20what%20you%20should%20know&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fpublications%2Fcervical-screening-what-you-should-know
https://x.com/intent/post?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fpublications%2Fcervical-screening-what-you-should-know&text=Cervical%20screening%3A%20what%20you%20should%20know
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fpublications%2Fcervical-screening-what-you-should-know
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fpublications%2Fcervical-screening-what-you-should-know
https://wa.me/?text=Cervical%20screening%3A%20what%20you%20should%20know%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.hscni.net%2Fpublications%2Fcervical-screening-what-you-should-know
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/print/pdf/node/5967
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/form/page-feedback?source_entity_type=node&source_entity_id=5967

