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Factsheet: Legionnaires’ ‘ m Public Health
£

disease

What is Legionnaires” disease?

Legonnaines” discase is an infection that can
CHUSE BReumonia. You canh gel ihis inleclion
by infhaling dropiets from water sowrces e
ar conditioning or hod ubs that how: becoms
coraminated with the beciesia causing this
disnase. s uncommon but can be very
Semous.

Mond infections o iscled cases, bt
ousthrnaks of thie disonss may DoCLr,

What are the symptoms of
Legionnaires’ disease?

Edrly symploms of Legiohisnes” discass
ek a thr-ikn liness with muscie aches,
faligue, headsches, dry cough, and fever.
Someriimes diarrhosa anid cordusion

can oo, These symptoms mary load to
prufmonia which can regure 8 hosgital 5L,
rETISNG Carn and in SOme cCases can be
fatal Infection con be mon severe in certain
graups of panpie

Who gets Legignnaires” ditease?

B can affoct propie of all ages. Howoor, risk
of infection mcreases with age and soeme
groups e al haghar risk including

+  poopis over 45 years of age;

indaviduals with chemrec conditions, such
o5 hearl, ung snd kidney disesse;

v RS,
= i willlh wessened T Syl
How quickly do symptoms appear?
Symginms can appear from 2 to M0 days alter

Agency

CERER, RO Rl My vk Ha By figrodis.
=% late 2% throo weoks aficr cxposunn

Howi is it disgrosed?

A diasgnosis can be made by examining &
palient s spubum of urine sample when e

rigiTt Eymploms appoar.

If | am diagnosed with Leaglonnaires
dsease, are my family and friends at
risk of infection?

Ko, porson bo pemson sproad s raee. Family
and Triemds would anly be ol fsk i ey
comirached tha disease from the same wator
SCHINCE.

What is the treatment ?

Treatment lor Legeonnares” disease is wilh

anbbaotics.

¥hat if | suspect | have Legionnaires
disease?

¥ you suspect Fileclion wilh s dseass, you
shoudd informs youwr diocbor who can sitart the
appropriste bests as needed.

How widespread |5 this disease?
Cases have been reposted in al industriaised

countries. In Northem reland, 68 cases weng
feporiied betwesh 2004 and 2024,

m Fublic Health
4 Agency

Pulibc Heakh Agency, 17-22 Linenhal Sireet, ;

This factsheet discusses Legionnaires’ disease, an infection that can cause
pneumonia. You can get this infection by inhaling droplets from contaminated water
sources like air conditioning or hot tubs.
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